Nelson & District Women’s Centre
Annual Report (2013-2014)
Highlights from this year...
Our Kitchen
The new kitchen is complete! One of the most relied upon
services provided by the Women’s Centre is food access,
which women in the community consistently use at the
centre each day it is open. The old kitchen was small and
inadequate, which meant that donations such as fruits and
vegetables were not being well utilized, and that the many
women who come to the centre could not use the space to
cook. The new kitchen is now bright and open, with everything needed to make great food.

Rooted in Change

Womagination

Rooted in Community is our in-depth volunteer training program, which was redesigned, strengthen and expanded this past year. Working with other service
providers and agencies, Rooted in Community facilitates women to work together
in learning about community resources, peer counseling, feminism, and each other. A total of 27 women completed the trainings (the most in years!), which were
held three times. This training provided participants with the transferable skills,
knowledge and confidence to become engaged in our communities through volunteering. The intergenerational spread in the workshops was incredible – women in their 20s up to their 80s participated!
"This workshop was an eye-opener for me. I had never imagined there were so
many resources available in Nelson. I am proud to say that I now feel able and
ready to help people who might need guidance and assistance."

Our third annual fundraising event, the Womaginarium Carnival of Wonders, was a hit! We had
over 170 fabulously costumed guests attend our
event, and we raised over $9,000. Guests were
transported back to the golden age of the travelling carnival, with music, fortune-telling, and
clowns We rely on this and other community
fundraising for a significant portion of our costs.
Keep an ear out for the next event to be held
again in November – we’ve got big plans up our
sleeves!

We have so many people to
thank that this page isn’t big
enough! Please go to our website at www.nelsonwomenscentre.com and click on “annual report”
under “what we do”.

Programs
The Drop-in has remained open Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday afternoons and has seen a similar number of visits as
in the past few years. Donations have increased significantly this year: food has doubled and clothing has gone up about 50%.
GAP, or Gender Action Project Theatre, is our youth program in which participants attend a series of workshops and create
interactive theatre exploring gender-based issues to show to the public. Our third year of this program took place in Castlegar
and Salmo thanks to partnerships with local high schools.
Cross-Cultural Threads was our textile workshop series focused on Indigenous textile knowledge and skills and had women
of all ages and cultural backgrounds connecting and learning. The textile programs are so well-loved that despite no funding,
volunteers are continuing to run weekly groups at the Centre.

Some photos from our past year….

Our Mission:
Creating healthy community through providing support for women and advancing gender equality.
Our Vision:
Women’s equality in a world free of oppression.
The Women’s Centre Coordinating Collective 2014

Open Arms and Warm Hearts
When Alisa married her Canadian husband and moved to Nelson from her home in the Caribbean a year ago, she
expected some difficulties in adjusting to the new culture, but also expected a loving husband to support her in
this. Instead, her husband was increasingly jealous and controlling, and when she did something to assert her independence, her husband threw all her possessions out on the street and locked her out, believing she would come
back begging for his forgiveness. For Alisa, this was a
step too far. Despite the challenging situation, with no “I believe that this place is absolutely necessary. It has been holding many women togethwork visa and no family to support her, she has been
making it on her own since that day. The Women’s
er that could have fallen through otherwise.
Centre has provided essential support for her, like so
It’s done it for me.”
many others in our community.
In Alisa’s words: “I met a woman who volunteers at the Women’s Centre who introduced me to it when I said that I
didn’t have any winter clothes. This was a place I could get clothes for winter. So I came, and I got more than
clothes. This has been my integration centre. This has been where I can get food because I am unable to work because I don’t have the proper papers. This is where I’ve made friends. This is where I have been able to give back
some of my time. This is where I come to let it all out, and cry sometimes because it hasn’t been easy. Sometimes I
feel really alone, being from another country. Every time I walk into the Women’s Centre there are smiles and open
arms and warm hearts. This is how I have survived. I am eternally grateful for this place.”

Financial Information
This year our revenues were $110,109 and our expenses were $103,743 leaving a surplus of $6,366. Our fundraising and donations were higher than the previous year, our funding from grants was lower and our spending
decreased to match a general decrease in revenue. For more information, please see our financial statements
which can be found on our website at www.nelsonwomenscentre.com.

Funding Sources

Expenses
Office and
accounting (8%)
BC Gaming
Commission (32%)
Donations (21%)

Fundraising (16%)
Ministry of Cultural
Development (17%)
Grants under $5000
(6%)
Health Sciences
Association (5%)

Partnerships (3%)

Wages & Benefits
(19%)

GAP (10%)
Outreach (3%)
Drop-in (24%)
Renovations,
House Expenses
(2%)
Community
Threads (15%)
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How You Can Support the Women’s Centre
 Join our monthly giving

 Attend our events

program (form enclosed)

 Become a member

 Become a volunteer

 Spread the word!

 Hold a fundraiser

